
The 
Unusual 

Things that 
Some 

Christians 
Believe 

 

The Rapture 
 

The belief… 

This belief is that at the end of time all true believers, whether living or dead, will be caught 
up together to be with the Lord.  

• Do you share this belief?  Is there anything in the above statement that might give you 
reason to pause? 

 

Wait…there’s more.  The most commonly held beliefs in regard to the rapture include that 
those who are left behind will most likely suffer a time of tribulation.   

• First glance: Why is this opinion problematic with what the Bible has to say? 

 

An example?  Read 2 Kings 2:11 & Hebrews 11:5 

We will talk more about some of this next week when we dive into the topic of Millennialism. 

The history… 

The Bible does give numerous examples of those who were “caught up” or “transported” in one 
form or another.  Most of the time this is in connection with God’s prophets who were given a 
glimpse into something other worldly by the Lord’s hand.  2 Corinthians 12:2   

The current manifestation of the rapture gained popularity in the 1800s, and has continued to 
this day.  The spirit of this doctrine is seen primarily in those who made predictions of the 
coming rapture.  Among the most recent proponents of the rapture is Harold Camping, who 
made multiple predictions of the end of the world.  See Matthew 24:36.  Those who had put 
their hope in the veracity of these predictions were bound to be disappointed.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+2%3A11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A2&version=NIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Camping
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24:36&version=NIV


The doctrine of the rapture gained a significant foothold in the Christian world with the advent 
of the “Left Behind” series of books written by author Tim LaHaye beginning in 1985.  The series 
of books gave rise to four movies.   

• What would you say is the primary message of the rapture?   

 

The kernel of truth… 

The belief in the rapture is based mostly upon Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.   

• What is Paul talking about here? 

 

• What was Paul’s purpose in writing as he does?  See 1 Thessalonians 4:13,18. 
 

 

How do Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:40-41 add to the confusion that some have about the Last 
Day?   

• The context of Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 24 is the end times.  What is the main point 
that Jesus is making here? 

 

• In the following chapter, Jesus talks about process of separation.  Read Matthew 25:31-
33  (We will be looking at these verses again next week, as those who hold to the belief of a 

thousand-year reign for Christ would use them as proof for their claims.)  On what basis does 
God invite some to share “the kingdom prepared” for them, while others “go away to 
eternal punishment”? 

 

 

This unusual belief hinges on Jesus talking about two different and distinct returns.  When you 
read John 14:3, what is it that you believe Jesus is talking about?   

 

• Second Coming of Christ – 

 

• Christ’s First Coming –  
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A40-41&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-48&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-48&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A3&version=NIV


When it becomes the focus of one’s faith… 

What is the comforting truth found within this unusual belief? 

 

How might such a focus create frustration? 

 

Why would you suppose this teaching is a favorite of those who focus also on living a holy life? 

 

How might one’s belief in the rapture affect their efforts to reach out? 

 

What our focus should be… 

Back to the basics:  Those who believe and teach the rapture in some ways are simply over-
complicating what the Bible has to say.  The simple answers to the following questions may help 
us to better see where our focus should lie: 

• Is Jesus coming back? 

• When is Jesus coming back? 

• Why is Jesus coming back? 

• Do I have a place in heaven? 

• If so, why? 

• Is there anything I can do to hurry Jesus’ return? 

• Knowing that Jesus is coming back, how does my relationship to others change? 

 

 


